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INTRODUCTION

“Man walks into a bar, orders a Corona
and 2 Hurricanes. Bartender says,

that'll be $20.20..” [2]

The main theme of this monograph is
ambiguity as a linguistic phenomenon in
English verbal humour. Ambiguity is an
attractive phenomenon for linguistic research
and has been theoretically analysed from the
point of view of particular language levels or
for special types of discourses (literary,
journalistic, etc.). Our interest in ambiguity in
general or ambiguity in verbal humour in
particular stems from the fact that although
there exist a few thorough studies presented by
respected English or American theoreticians!,

as well as some scientific articles scattered in

"Oaks, 1994; Tabossi, 2001; Ruby, 2001; Attardo,
1991; Raskin, 1985, 2014; Bohmerova, 2010;

(7))



various papers,? ambiguity in verbal humour
still provides some interesting insights into
the topic.

In this monograph, we shall examine the
specific relationship between ambiguity and
verbal humour and analyse various types of
ambiguity and its use in jokes. Our research is
based upon a linguistic corpus consisting of
1966 English jokes found in literary sources or
on the Internet.

We take into consideration only those types
of ambiguities that are linguistic in nature,
which means that their indeterminacy arises
entirely from linguistic properties. The main
research question of the monograph will be:
what types of ambiguity are most productive in
producing humorous effect in jokes in
contemporary English.

In the first chapter of Part I we present
underlying general cognitive and linguistic
principles which enable us perceive ambiguity
as a specific linguistic phenomenon. We define
the essence of ambiguity and discuss its

various types — phonological ambiguity,

Stulajterové, 2008, 2013; Zaborska, 2018; etc.
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